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News Conference, 4 April 2003 – Statement by Col. David A. Rubenstein, Commander, Landstuhl Regional Medical Center (LRMC) 

 

Landstuhl Regional Medical Center - Welcome everyone to this beautiful day today. I’d like to welcome you all to LRMC.   And on the side before we begin, I would like to let you know that in two hours this medical center and its staff of 2,500 soldiers, sailors, airmen and civilians will begin a week of activities celebrating it’s 50th anniversary of presence of American military medicine on this hilltop.  

On 7 April 1953 this hospital was dedicated.  The patients that attend this Army medical center are receiving the highest quality health care from the joint team comprised of Army, Air Force, Navy and civilian health care providers and support staff.  The care they receive here is continuation of care that first begins on the battlefield provided by the Army’s best and most recently certified 91W combat medics.  This program ensures the highest quality of care is rendered to patients beginning at the very moment of injury and through a continuative care that proceeds back through Landstuhl to health care facilities in the states.  


That health care system, by the way, is receiving its own quality health care support from the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center, Europe, an organization about 10 miles from here, which is responsible for providing medical support and supplies and equipment to the battlefield and throughout Europe.  

As of this morning, this hospital and this staff of qualified providers has received 226 patients from Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Ninety-six of those patients have been patients caused by battle injuries.  Today we expect to receive 48 additional patients, 13 of which are battle injuries.  The current census of the hospital at this moment is 137 in-patients, 75 of those in-patients are from Operation Iraqi Freedom.  I share that with you just to say that 62 of our in-patients right now are patients that we care for on a day to day basis: family members and active duty throughout Europe, Africa, and southwest Asia.  We continue to provide the highest quality of health care to our day-to-day beneficiaries.  As a matter of fact, we have delivered 37 babies at Landstuhl in the last seven days - about five babies a day - at a facility that normally delivers three babies. We evacuated 62 patients in the last 48 hours.  We will evacuate an additional 37 patients today.


I will now get into a brief medical statement regarding Pvt. 1st Class Jessica Lynch’s current medical status.  Pvt. 1st Class Lynch personally provided her consent this morning to release the following information regarding her injuries and medical treatment:

She has received medical treatment continuously since her recovery from captivity several days ago.  Her injuries include fractures to her right arm, both legs, right foot and ankle, and lumbar spine.  She has sustained a head laceration.  She has undergone several surgeries to stabilize her injuries, to include spinal surgery which was completed here yesterday.  Today she is presently undergoing additional procedures to further treat her orthopedic injuries.  

These surgeries have gone very, very well - provided by a quality team of surgeons, other physicians, nursing staff, and support staff.  Her physicians, her doctors anticipate that Pvt. 1st Class Lynch will continue to improve with time although she will require extensive rehabilitative services.  While the mechanism of injury is still unclear at this point, the most recent evaluations by our staff do not suggest that any of her wounds were caused by either gunshots or stabbing injuries.  She was not stabbed.  She was not shot. 


Due to her medical condition and the requirement for multiple surgeries, Pvt. 1st Class Lynch’s nutritional needs have been met through intravenous means. As soon as it is medically indicated, Jessica Lynch will be provided regular meals and has already provided the staff with a list of her favorite foods. 


Pvt. 1st Class Lynch has received several pairs of prescription glasses to replace those lost during her ordeal.  In fact, she’s made a selection of those glasses in the Army’s new Frame of Choice Program, where soldiers can pick the frame they would like to wear.  


Upon her request, she has spoken on multiple occasions to her family including her grandmother who the staff put a call through to less than an hour after she arrived here a couple of days ago.  Her parents are also receiving additional information regarding her condition from her health care treatment team. 


Jessica remains in good spirits.  In fact, she is jovial and joking with a soldier who has accompanied her here from her unit. We appreciate all of the heartfelt concern and warm wishes for Jessica’s recovery, and extend our own prayers for all the soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and civilians involved with the global war on terrorism as well as the actions of Operation Iraqi Freedom.


In sum, Pvt. First Class Jessica Lynch, is being managed through an established repatriation process designed to optimize her recovery.  She has received continuous medical and psychological care since her recovery from captivity and that health care, the highest quality that she is receiving now, will continue as long as she needs.  
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