 ‘Caring for Our Nation’s Best’
Europe Regional Medical Command

Public Affairs Office

COM 06221 17 3317 or 3316

DSN 371-3317 or 3316

27 Mar 2003






Contact: Cynthia Vaughan
News release






DSN 371-3317

Cynthia.Vaughan@hbg.amedd.army.mil



COM 06221 17 3317

Wounded troops talk about experiences in Iraq
 

By Barbara Toner

415th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs 
 

Landstuhl, Germany - One soldier, when asked if he had changed after seeing combat in Iraq, thought for a moment. “No,” he replied. “I’m the same person. I just have a new story to tell.”

Two Army soldiers and a Marine told their stories to almost 100 reporters and photographers during a news conference Thursday. Twenty-four service members, 2 Navy, 7 Army and 15 Marines, are being treated at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany, for combat-related injuries. 

Marine Lance Corporal Joshua Menard, 21, 2d Battalion, 8th Marines, from Camp Lejeune, N.C., talked about finding a stash of chemical suits in a hospital his battalion passed while crossing a bridge in the southern An Nasiriya.

Army Staff Sgt. Jamie Villafane, 31, and Sgt. Charles Horgan, 21, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment (HHC Scouts), Fort Benning, Ga., talked about the attack on their unit and Villafane’s capture of four Iraqi prisoners of war.

All three mentioned their Iraqi attackers all wore civilian clothing. 

Menard, a native of Houston, Texas, was shot in the left hand March 24 while returning fire from an attack by people in civilian dress in the city of An Nasiriya, he said. A group of the Marines, who had entered the city March 22, found chemical suits hidden in a hospital about 500 meters from their position on a bridge over the Euphrates River, he said. 

Villafane, from Long Island, N.Y., and Horgan, a native of Helena, Mont., were part of a group of scouts crossing two bridges south of An Nasiriya.  The soldiers were wounded, Villafane in the left arm and Horgan in the right foot and leg, during a battle with a group of Iraqi soldiers dressed as civilians. 

A wounded Villafane walked under the bridge and surprised one man and soon after three of his companions, he said. The men, whom Villafane took as prisoners of war, took off civilian clothing to reveal Iraqi military uniforms. 

“We were briefed that they might do it, put on civilian clothes, but it was shocking that they would actually do that,” he said. “We’re better trained and equipped, so I guess they have to do what they have to do.”

The three expressed pride in their fellow soldiers under pressure of battle, saying their training gave them the skills to overcome fear and panic. 

“Once it happened nobody really seemed to not know what to do,” said Villafane. “The training took over and everyone did just what they were supposed to do.”

The war is over for the three wounded troops. After their treatment at Landstuhl, Villafane and Horgan will go to Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., for more treatment and physical therapy. Menard will be sent to the Naval Hospital at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

However, they all expressed pride in the friends they left in Iraq, and Menard, for one, wants to return to his unit. 

“My unit’s still there,” he said. “The guys I’ve lived with, worked with and traveled with for a year and a half. I’d much rather go back there than go back to the States.”
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