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New Command Sergeant Major Takes Reins at Europe Regional Medical Command
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Heidelberg, Germany – Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory M. Griffin became the 4th Command Sergeant Major of Europe Regional Medical Command Feb. 7, 2003. Brig. Gen. Elder Granger, Commanding General, Europe Regional Medical Command and U.S. Army Europe Command Surgeon was the presiding official for the Change of Responsibility “Sword Ceremony”. Griffin replaced Command Sgt. Maj. Miguel A. Otero who will retire after 30 years of service. Command Sgt. Maj. Griffin arrives from Fort Campbell, Kentucky where he served as the command sergeant major and senior enlisted advisor at Blanchfield Army Community Hospital. Chaplain COL David McLean from Landstuhl Regional Medical Center also participated in the ceremony at Nachrichten Kaserne.

    From left: CSM Miguel Otero, BG Elder Granger, CSM Gregory Griffin and Chaplain COL David McLean
Command Sgt. Maj. Otero, who served as Europe Regional Medical Command Sergeant Major since 2001, is planning to [image: image2.wmf] 

begin retirement in April 2003. During his 30 years of service, Otero, a Vietnam veteran, has served as: a Tracked Vehicle Driver, 1st Logistics Command, Vietnam; Supply and Small Arms Repairman, School of the Americas, Panama; Troop Aidman, 3rd ACR, Fort Bliss, Texas; Section Chief, 1/32 Field Artillery, Germany; Platoon Sergeant, 4/20 Mechanized Infantry, Panama; Platoon Sergeant, 601st Medical Company, Panama; Senior Medical NCOIC, U.S. Southern Command Surgeon Office, Panama; NCOIC, Military Entrance Processing Station, Puerto Rico; HQ Company First Sergeant, 326th Medical Battalion, 101st Division, Air Assault, Fort Campbell, Kentucky. Prior to his assignment as Europe Regional Medical Command’s Sergeant Major, he served as the Command Sergeant Major of the 86th Combat Support Hospital at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, as the Command Sergeant Major of the United States Army MEDDAC, Heidelberg, Germany, and also as the Command Sergeant Major of Blanchfield Army Hospital located at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
Otero’s military education includes the Command Language Course, NBC Course, Jungle Warfare Course, and the AMEDD Operations Course. He is a graduate of the Advance Noncommissioned Officer Course (ANCOC), the United States Army Sergeants Major Non-Resident Course, and the Command Sergeants Major Course. His civilian education includes a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Management from New Hampshire College, and an Associate Degree in Accounting from Puerto Rico Junior College.

His awards and decorations include: the Bronze Star; the Defense Meritorious Service Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters; the Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters; the Joint Service Commendation Medal; the Army Commendation Medal; the Joint Service Achievement Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters; the Army Achievement Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster; and the Air/Sea Rescue Award. His NATO medals include: the Kuwait Liberation Medal, the Haitian Medal, and the Vietnam Service Medal. His Badges include: the Expert Field Medic Badge; Aircraft Crewman Badge; the Air Assault Badge; and the Driver’s Badge. Command Sergeant Major Otero is also a member of the Order of Military Medical Merits and the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club.
Command Sgt. Maj. Griffin [image: image3.wmf] 

entered the Army in September 1976 and is a graduate of Mississippi Valley State University and the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy, June 1992.

His assignments include: Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Landstuhl, Germany; 34th General Hospital, Augsburg, Germany; 16th Medical Battalion, Seoul, Korea; Fort Dix, New Jersey; Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Fort Benning, Georgia; and Fort Knox, Kentucky.

Griffin’s awards and decorations include: the Meritorious Service Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters; the Army Commendation Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters; the Army Achievement Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters; the Noncommissioned Officers' Development Ribbon with numeral 4; the Drill Sergeant's Badge; the Basic Parachutist Badge; the Good Conduct Medal, 8th award; Order of Military Medical Merit; and the Bronze German Weapon Qualification Badge.
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