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Dangerous Dog Ordinance in Germany

May 17, 2004

In April 2001, Germany instituted a “Dangerous Dog Ordinance.”  Dangerous dogs include those that have bitten or otherwise shown aggressive behavior towards people, those that chase game, or those that display an abnormal readiness to fight or attack other dogs.  Dangerous dogs are prohibited in Germany.

Four breeds of dogs, and crosses of those breeds, have been identified as dangerous dogs: Pit Bull terrier, American Staffordshire terrier, and Staffordshire bull terrier, and bull terrier.  

American service members or civilians living in Germany who owned one of those dogs before April 2001 could keep their dogs if they met certain requirements.  American service members or civilians moving to Germany after April 2001 who own one of the above breeds cannot bring the dog with them when they PCS.  The ordinance also prohibits anyone from adopting or purchasing one of the banned breeds.

There are several breeds that are considered “Class 2 dangerous dogs.”  These include Rottweiler, Doberman, Kuvasz, Bullmastiff, Mastiff, Rhodesian ridgeback, Dogue de Bordeaux, Tosa Inu, Dogo Argentino, Fila Brasiliero, and Mastino Napoleon.  Owners of class 2 dogs may need to register their dogs with German authorities.  Anyone acquiring or moving to Germany with a Class 2 dog should check on the requirements at their local Army Veterinary Treatment Facility. 

The United Kingdom, Belgium, and Turkey also have restrictions on bringing certain breeds into the country.  Italy and Spain have no restrictions, yet.  

Questions can be directed to the local military Veterinary Treatment Facility.

More information on the German Dangerous Dog Ordinance can be found at the following website:

www.germany-info.org/relaunch/index.html
Click on “Welcome”, then “For Travelers,” then “Customs Information” (on the right side of the screen), then scroll down until you come to “Restrictions on Dangerous Dogs.”









